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Jiangsu Tianyi High School AP centre




Topic:
Popular words
Pidgin & Creole of our time:

the observation of Internet popular language of teens



INTRODUCTION:
Every year the publication of Dictionary of Oxford university adds several new words

which are used very commonly in everyday life.



Section1

1. Koi (Jingli)
Original meaning:

Koiis asortof colorful carp thatis mostly distributed in Asiaand Europe. Japanis the largest
koi cultivation area. Koi is a kind of supreme displayed fish. In Chinese tradition, raising koi has
already become a common habit among the wealthy family.

Contemporary meaning/ Contemporary Origin:

Since 2018, koi has become another kind of symbol of fortune and luck among the younger
generation due toits traditional and auspicious skin colour. Young people started to transmitthe
photos of koiamong the Qzone, Wechat and blogs in the hope of receiving good luck in daily life
orin the phone games.

Understandings and Evaluation:

It's undeniable thatitis reasonable for young people to transmit or even worship to worship
tokoi.Inthe new era, koihas become a symbol of the spirit console among the young generation
and become the paradigm of the relentless inheritance of the old tradition in a modern and
appropriate stratagem. However, for a small portion for those teenagers, it'll be a little bit
excessive to pray to koi every time before action. If this phenomenon continues, it will greatly
hinder the capability for teenagers to make decision and take action, which will still be an
obstacle on their way to independence.

2. ‘Zhen Xiang' (‘Soappetizing’)
Original meaning:
For‘Zhen Xiang’, its original meaningis to show exclamation towards certain
deliciousdishes,topraisethe goodfragrance ofthedish.
Contemporary meaning / Origin:

‘Zhen Xiang' originatesin 2014, from from one ofthe main character in the variety show X-
Change’, WangJingze. Wangwas borninthe doting family and was senttothe remote and
montane areaincountryside. He refused to eatthe dishes from the countryside family since he
dislikedit at first. And he said: ‘Eveniflstarvetodeath, die outside,and even jump off the cliff
from here, | will nottake even a bite on your food!” However, Wang couldn’t resistthe hunger, he
accepted therice and ate it, and said ‘Zhen Xiang’. Recently, when this period is repeated,
audiences all felt amusing to the contrariety of Wang himself and collected this term. Teenagers
now utilize itas the behavior thatsomeone swearsnottodoitat firstbuthastoaccomplishitfor
somereasons atlast. Itshows the huge difference between a person’smind.

Understandings and Evaluation:

‘Zhen Xiang’ has already become a popular term for several years. Teenagers now use it to
show their sarcastic tone towards someone who do not have a strong will, or even to themselves.
Thisismorelikelytobeanentertainmentterm,whichmainly servestobe ajoke oraself-mocking.
Someone may thinkwhetherthiswilloffense Wang’sright of reputation. (However, it seemingly
thathe himselfis alsokeenonthistermand has already permitted everyone touse it. Butwhen
using this term, teenagers need to consider whether it represents mocking. So teenagers need to
considerwhetherit’'spropertouse thistermtotreatfriends,and alsowhetheritisappropriate




to retain friendship.)

3. ‘Cai Xukun Event’
Original meaning:

CaiXukunwas a Chinese freshman star. He attracted the admiration and attention fromalot
of female teenagersfor hisappearance. Atthe beginningofthe 2019, CaiXukunwasinvitedto
recordthe video of NBA New Year representative with other basketball stars, which cause the
tremendous dispute from basketball aficionados for the inconsistency between Cai and basketball.
Lateron, some one foundoutthe videoaboutCaiplayingbasketballonavariety show,and
pointingoutthat Caiwas not professional in basketball field. And as the background musicis
relatively amusing to someone else, this video was soon transmitted through varieties of
mediums. Someone recommended that “You play basketball just like Cai Xukun’, indicating
thatyou are not professional, oreven arookiein playing basketball.

Contemporary meaning/ Contemporary Origin:

Asthe inappropriate fans protection and reaction on the internet, soon the term entitled
as Cai Xukun was in representative of ‘unprofessional’, ‘coquettish’ and ‘inappropriate offense’.
Understandings and Evaluation:

Ithas become very obvious thatitis aggressive and offensive to entitle the term with
others’name. What worse is thatthe meaning or collateral meaning is pejorative. The
emergence of this term has violate the right of a civilian’s name, no matter how entertainingthe
personthatisentangled. Teenagersshould havethe ability todistinguish the right or the wrong of
the things.

4. GangdJing
According to Wikipedia,

“In Internet slang, a troll is a person who sows discord on the
Internet by starting quarrels or upsetting people, by posting inflammatory,

extraneous, or off-topic messages in an



online community with the intent of provoking readers into an emotional response
or of otherwise disrupting normal, on-topic discussion, often for the troll's
amusement.

SECTION 2:
Whether the teens really know the true meaning of the popular words?

We make a survey and give them to many young teenagers online. In our survey,
we ask the teenagers who about the meaning of a temporary Chinese popular

word called GangJing

The pictures below show some feedbackS of the question.
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Few of them really explain the question properly.

The first kind of people use other ways of explanation in Chinese or another
popular word to help them explain.

For example, a Chinese saying that is ‘picking bones in eggs’ is used many times.
It is very visual and specific, but it is a direct explanation and cannot show their own
understanding.

This kind of answers take up approximately 45% of all.



The second kind of people describe a condition or create an example to explain.

Nevertheless, they just describe the action this kind of people like to do.

For example, a person says that people like to do something reverse to others. The
examples are clear and easy to understand but they do not mention the direct concept.

This kind of people take up over one of third of all the people.

A small part of them use some common but wrong words to explain, so they
misunderstand the true meaning.
For example, some people misunderstand that Gangjing’s meaning and think Gangjing
denotes that a person is stubborn or refuse to recognize their faults. This approach the

meanings very much.

The rest of them is either misunderstand the question or answer something not useful.

As a result, most of the people explain the popular words with the help of other words
or sayings rather than explain them directly. Even though people use the popular
words almost in their every sentence, they do not know what the words’ true meaning
is. Misunderstanding can happen if one side of communication have

wrong understanding of popular words.



Section 3:

INTRODUCTION

As it is mentioned in Section 2, since they have timid concepts about popular words
and some of the people know in which language environment they can use specific
popular words.

How do they get to know these popular words?

Where do teens get to know popular words?

In our survey, we list 5 popular ways for people to choose where most likely
can be places they gain the words : chatting, QQ viewing, Qzone , and Weibo.
Chatting : 36%.

QQ viewing : 25%.

Qzone : 19%.

Weibo : 8%.

Others : 14%.

According to the data, the teens gain the most popular words via chatting with
friends.

Some entertainment news and interesting stories from QQ views offer the teens many
popular words as well.

If we add Weibo and Qzone together, the data will be a bigger than QQ viewing,

since Weibo is a little like Qzone.



Conclusion:
According to some of our interviews with our friends, they think the technology
changes our life a lot and it is better for us to know the meanings deeply otherwise

we may convey our information wrongly.

It is good for teens to use popular words in their communications because other teens
can be attracted and interested in the fresh words. Another important reason is that
some teens can easily get themselves understood when they are talking about the
abstract ideas or situations which are hard to convey. However, older people who are
in the age of 30+ do not understand the meaning of popular words (they even have
never heard of them). Using popular words too much with them will make the gulf
between generations bigger and bigger. After this project, we will help make some

online pamphlets even applications to acknowledge older people new popular words.
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